
Published by Royal Netherlands Historical Society | knhg

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

doi: 10.51769/bmgn-lchr.19535 | www.bmgn-lchr.nl | e-issn 2211-2898 | print issn 0165-0505

i

bmgn  —  Low Countries Historical Review  |  Volume 141-2 (2026)  |  pp. i-vii

A
pp

en
di

x 
Ta

bl
es

 4
 to

 9

A
s 

p
ar

t 
of

 t
h

e 
ar

ti
cl

e 
w

ri
tt

en
 b

y 
G

ij
s 

va
n

 G
aa

n
s,

 G
ee

rt
e 

Sa
ve

n
ij

e,
 C

ar
la

 v
an

 B
ox

te
l,

 a
n

d
 A

rn
ou

d
-J

an
 B

ij
st

er
ve

ld
, ‘

H
ow

 D
u

tc
h

 

St
u

d
en

ts
 M

ak
e 

M
ea

n
in

g 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
Pa

st
: N

ar
ra

ti
ve

 M
ea

n
in

g-
M

ak
in

g 
an

d
 U

lt
im

at
e 

C
on

ce
rn

s 
in

 H
is

to
ry

 E
d

u
ca

ti
on

’, 
b
m
g
n

 
–

 
L

o
w

 

C
o

u
n

t
r

i
e

s
 
H

i
s

t
o

r
i
c
a

l
 
R

e
v

i
e

w
 1

41
:2

 (2
02

6)
 9

0-
12

3.
 d

o
i:

 h
tt

p
s:

//
d

oi
.o

rg
/1

0.
51

76
9/

b
m

gn
-l

ch
r.

19
53

5.
 

In
te

nt
io

na
l

Th
e 

gi
ve

n 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n 
fo

r 
ca

us
al

 re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

s 
is

 b
as

ed
 

on
 in

di
vi

du
al

 c
ho

ic
es

 o
f 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 a

ct
or

s

Ex
am

pl
e: 

‘Y
es

, I
 th

in
k 

th
at

 m
an

y 
pe

op
le

 d
id

 n
ot

 a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 w

ha
t w

as
 h

ap
pe

ni
ng

 in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

, b
ec

au
se

 
it 

w
as

 fr
ee

 n
ow

 fo
r t

he
m

 a
nd

 a
ll 

th
at

. A
nd

 th
at

 a
 lo

t o
f p

eo
pl

e,
 fo

r e
xa

m
pl

e 
le

ad
er

s o
f c

ou
nt

rie
s,

 
ju

st
 h

ad
 th

e 
id

ea
 th

at
 “

w
e 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 co
nq

ue
r t

he
 w

or
ld

” a
nd

 so
 o

n.
 T

ha
t t

he
y 

w
an

te
d 

to
 

ch
an

ge
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 th

ei
r w

ay
 o

f t
hi

nk
in

g 
an

d 
th

en
 ju

st
 w

en
t t

o 
w

ar
. A

nd
 m

an
y 

le
ad

er
s w

er
e 

lik
e 

th
at

 a
t t

ha
t t

im
e.

’1

St
ru

ct
ur

al
Th

e 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n 
gi

ve
n 

fo
r c

au
sa

l 
re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
s 

is
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

ac
ti

on
s 

of
 in

st
it

ut
io

ns
 o

r 
im

pe
rs

on
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts

Ex
am

pl
e: 

‘[R
eg

ar
di

ng
 th

e 
ris

e 
of

 fe
m

in
ism

] I
 th

in
k 

th
at

 th
e 

Fi
rs

t W
or

ld
 W

ar
 m

ad
e 

a 
m

aj
or

 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

n 
to

 th
is

. I
 th

in
k 

th
at

 h
ap

pe
ne

d 
at

 le
as

t o
nc

e 
an

yw
ay

. I
 th

in
k 

th
at

 w
ith

ou
t t

he
 F

irs
t 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 it

 m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

ha
pp

en
ed

 so
on

er
. I 

th
in

k t
ha

t's
 a

n 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
id

ea
, c

an
 yo

u 
ex

pl
ai

n 
it 

to
 m

e?
 

W
el

l…
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f t
ha

t…
 w

el
l…

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

ha
t p

er
io

d 
of

 fo
ur

 y
ea

rs
 in

 th
e 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
, p

eo
pl

e 
w

er
e 

co
nc

er
ne

d 
w

ith
 su

rv
iv

al
 a

nd
 n

ot
 w

ith
 w

ho
 is

 a
llo

w
ed

 to
 v

ot
e 

et
 ce

te
ra

.’2

Si
tu

at
io

na
l

Th
e 

ch
an

ge
 is

 o
nl

y 
se

en
 a

s r
el

ev
an

t 
to

 th
e 

im
m

ed
ia

te
 h

ist
or

ic
al

 
co

nt
ex

t, 
an

d,
 th

er
ef

or
e,

 h
as

 n
o 

m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l e

ffe
ct

 o
n 

fu
rt

he
r 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

. I
t, 

th
er

ef
or

e,
 

to
uc

he
s n

ei
th

er
 o

n 
fu

nd
am

en
-

ta
l v

al
ue

s, 
no

r o
n 

th
e 

re
sp

on
-

de
nt

’s 
vi

ew
 o

f h
um

an
ity

 o
r 

m
or

e 
ge

ne
ra

l w
or

ld
vi

ew

Ex
am

pl
e: 

‘[R
eg

ar
di

ng
 th

e 
Sh

oa
h]

 I 
th

in
k 

th
at
…

 H
itl

er
 si

m
pl

y 
ha

d 
gr

ea
t p

ow
er

 o
ve

r a
lm

os
t a

ll 
of

 
Eu

ro
pe

. I
 th

in
k 

a 
ve

ry
 la

rg
e 

pa
rt

 w
as

 re
al

ly
 a

fr
ai

d 
to

 d
o 

an
yt

hi
ng

 a
bo

ut
 it

. E
rm

, y
es

. P
eo

pl
e 

w
ho

 
w

er
e 

ve
ry

 Je
w

is
h 

or
 g

yp
sy

 o
r w

ha
te

ve
r t

he
y 

w
er

e 
ta

lk
in

g 
ab

ou
t, 

th
ey

 w
er

e 
ju

st
 re

al
ly

 u
nl

uc
ky

 
in

 m
y 

vi
ew

. A
nd

 n
o 

on
e 

di
d 

an
yt

hi
ng

 a
bo

ut
 it

, b
ec

au
se

 th
e 

m
om

en
t y

ou
 d

id
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 a
bo

ut
 

it 
yo

u 
co

ul
d 

al
so

 b
e 

ar
re

st
ed

. I
 th

in
k 

ev
er

yo
ne

 w
as

 m
os

tly
 sc

ar
ed

 a
nd

 th
at

’s 
w

hy
 it

 h
ap

pe
ne

d 
so

 e
as

ily
.’3

https://doi.org/10.51769/bmgn-lchr.19535 
http://www.bmgn-lchr.nl
https://doi.org/10.51769/bmgn-lchr.19535


article – artikel 

Ex
is

te
nt

ia
l

Th
e 

ch
an

ge
 is

 s
ee

n 
as

 re
le

va
nt

 
fo

r t
he

 e
nt

ir
e 

hi
st

or
y 

an
d 

af
fe

ct
s 

th
e 

re
sp

on
de

nt
’s

 
vi

ew
 o

f h
um

an
it

y 
or

 m
or

e 
ge

ne
ra

l w
or

ld
vi

ew
, b

ut
 n

ot
 

th
e 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
l v

al
ue

s.

Ex
am

pl
e:

 ‘[
Re

ga
rd

in
g 

H
it

le
r a

nd
 th

e 
Sh

oa
h.

] T
he

 d
es

pa
ir

 o
f p

eo
pl

e…
 w

he
n 

pe
op

le
…

 w
he

n 
th

er
e 

is
 d

es
pe

ra
ti

on
, p

eo
pl

e 
do

 re
ck

le
ss

 th
in

gs
, t

hi
ng

s 
th

ey
 n

or
m

al
ly

 w
ou

ld
n’

t d
o.

 S
o,

 a
t 

th
at

 p
oi

nt
, a

ft
er

 W
or

ld
 W

ar
 I,

 th
ey

 h
ad

 lo
st

 a
 p

ie
ce

 o
f l

an
d 

an
d 

fe
lt

 b
el

it
tl

ed
 e

no
ug

h,
 if

 y
ou

 
st

ar
t f

ee
lin

g 
lik

e 
th

at
, y

ou
’re

 g
oi

ng
 to

 d
o 

st
up

id
 th

in
gs

.’4

Sp
ir

it
ua

l5
Th

e 
ch

an
ge

 is
 s

ee
n 

as
 re

le
va

nt
 to

 
th

e 
fu

nd
am

en
ta

l w
or

ld
vi

ew
 

an
d 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
l v

al
ue

s 
of

 
th

e 
re

sp
on

de
nt

s.

Ex
am

pl
e:

 ‘T
ha

t i
t i

s 
w

hi
te

 o
r E

ur
op

ea
n 

pe
op

le
 w

ho
 w

an
t t

o 
co

nt
ro

l t
he

 w
or

ld
. T

he
y 

[p
eo

pl
e 

lik
e 

So
jo

ur
ne

r T
ru

th
] d

id
n’

t d
o 

th
at

 to
 s

ho
w

 th
at

 w
e 

bl
ac

k 
pe

op
le

 a
re

 s
tr

on
g 

pe
op

le
 o

r a
ls

o 
in

te
lli

ge
nt

 p
eo

pl
e,

 b
ut

 to
 s

ho
w

 th
at

 th
at

’s
 n

ot
 o

ka
y 

an
d 

th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 ju
st

 a
s 

go
od

, i
f n

ot
 

be
tt

er
 a

re
 th

an
 o

th
er

 p
eo

pl
e.

 W
e 

m
at

te
r t

oo
! T

ha
t t

he
y 

ar
e 

al
so

 p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

no
t a

ni
m

al
s.

’6

Ta
bl

e 
4.

 C
od

in
g 

ex
pl

an
at

io
ns

 o
f c

ha
ng

e 
in

 th
e 

liv
in

g 
tim

el
in

es
 fo

r a
na

ly
sin

g 
(h

is
to

ric
al

) w
or

ld
vi

ew
 a

s a
n 

el
em

en
t o

f u
lti

m
at

e 
co

nc
er

ns
.

1 In
te

rv
ie

w
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
 a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 8

, 2
6 

M
ay

 2
02

3.
2 In

te
rv

ie
w

 b
et

w
ee

n 
G

ijs
 v

an
 G

aa
ns

 a
nd

 S
tu

de
nt

 8
, 2

6 
M

ay
 2

02
3.

3 In
te

rv
ie

w
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
 a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 12

, 2
4 

M
ay

 2
02

3.
4 In

te
rv

ie
w

 b
et

w
ee

n 
G

ijs
 v

an
 G

aa
ns

 a
nd

 S
tu

de
nt

 1,
 2

2 
M

ay
 2

02
3.

5 Th
e 

te
rm

 ‘s
pi

rit
ua

l’ 
is 

ac
ce

pt
ed

 in
 th

e 
fie

ld
 o

f r
el

ig
io

us
 sc

ie
nc

es
 a

nd
 sp

iri
tu

al
 c

ar
e 

an
d 

is
, t

he
re

fo
re

, u
se

d 
in

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 c
od

in
g 

by
 R

en
sk

e 
Kr

ui
zi

ng
a.

 T
he

 o
rig

in
al

 c
od

e 
re

fe
rr

ed
 to

 a
n 

ex
-

pl
an

at
io

n 
of

 a
n 

ev
en

t w
hi

ch
 tr

an
sc

en
ds

 a
 si

tu
at

io
na

l a
nd

 e
xi

st
en

tia
l e

xp
la

na
tio

n,
 a

nd
 w

hi
ch

 h
as

 a
n 

ef
fe

ct
 o

n 
a 

pe
rs

on
’s 

w
or

ld
vi

ew
 a

nd
 th

ei
r v

al
ue

s. 
Th

er
ef

or
e,

 su
ch

 a
n 

ev
en

t i
s a

ss
ig

ne
d 

a 
m

ea
ni

ng
 th

at
 tr

an
sc

en
ds

 a
n 

ex
ist

en
tia

l m
ea

ni
ng

. T
he

se
 e

ve
nt

s a
re

 e
xp

la
in

ed
 in

 te
rm

s o
f c

al
lin

g,
 si

n,
 g

ra
ce

, o
r a

ba
nd

on
m

en
t, 

fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e.

 S
in

ce
 th

e 
co

de
 in

 th
is 

re
se

ar
ch

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
lso

 

re
fe

rs
 to

 a
n 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n 

th
at

 e
ffe

ct
s s

tu
de

nt
s’ 

w
or

ld
vi

ew
s a

nd
 v

al
ue

s, 
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 te

rm
 w

as
 u

se
d.

6 Si
nc

e 
w

e 
di

d 
no

t e
nc

ou
nt

er
 a

ny
 c

le
ar

 sp
iri

tu
al

 e
xp

la
na

tio
ns

 in
 th

is 
st

ud
y,

 th
is 

ex
am

pl
e 

is 
ta

ke
n 

fr
om

 a
 p

ilo
t s

tu
dy

 a
m

on
g 

st
ud

en
ts

 fr
om

 a
 te

ac
he

r t
ra

in
er

 p
ro

gr
am

m
e.

 G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
, 

‘D
e 

zi
ng

ev
en

de
 fu

nc
tie

 v
an

 h
ist

or
isc

he
 n

ar
ra

tie
ve

n 
va

n 
st

ud
en

te
n.

 E
en

 v
er

ke
nn

en
d 

on
de

rz
oe

k 
on

de
r h

bo
-s

tu
de

nt
en

 g
es

ch
ie

de
ni

s,’
 D

im
en

sie
s 6

 (2
02

3)
 5

1.

Ta
bl

e 
4.

 c
on

tin
ue

d



h
o

w
 d

u
tch

 stu
d

en
ts m

ake m
ean

in
g w

ith
 th

e past

iii

van
 gaan

s, saven
ije, van

 bo
xtel, an

d bijsterveld

C
od

e
Ex

am
pl

e
N

um
be

r o
f t

im
es

 
al

lo
ca

te
d 

ov
er

 a
ll 

th
e 

in
te

rv
ie

w
s

Fr
ee

do
m

[O
n 

th
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
Be

rl
in

 W
al

l, 
st

ud
en

t 1
0 

sa
ys

]: 
‘Y

ou
 c

ou
ld

n’
t a

lw
ay

s 
go

 fr
om

 E
as

t t
o 

W
es

t o
r f

ro
m

 
W

es
t t

o 
Ea

st
. A

nd
 w

he
n 

it
 fe

ll,
 th

er
e 

w
as

 e
qu

al
it

y 
fo

r e
ve

ry
bo

dy
 a

nd
 p

eo
pl

e 
co

ul
d 

do
 w

ha
te

ve
r t

he
y 

w
an

t. 
A

nd
, e

rm
…

 I 
lik

e 
th

at
.’1

15

Eq
ua

lit
y

[S
tu

de
nt

 15
 o

n 
th

e 
ab

ol
it

io
n 

of
 s

la
ve

ry
] ‘

W
el

l, 
pe

op
le

 ju
st

 h
av

e 
to

 b
e 

tr
ea

te
d 

eq
ua

lly
 w

el
l. 

A
nd

, y
es

, t
he

 
ab

ol
it

io
n 

of
 s

la
ve

ry
 w

as
 a

lr
ea

dy
 a

 v
er

y 
bi

g 
st

ep
.’2

82

(S
ea

rc
h 

fo
r)

 K
no

w
le

dg
e

[W
hi

le
 a

rg
ui

ng
 th

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e 
of

 A
lb

er
t E

in
st

ei
n,

 w
ho

 h
e 

ju
st

 m
en

ti
on

ed
 b

ut
 h

ad
 n

ot
 s

el
ec

te
d 

as
 a

 jo
ke

r, 
st

ud
en

t 1
4 

sa
ys

:] 
‘B

ec
au

se
 h

e 
sa

id
 a

 lo
t a

bo
ut

 m
at

he
m

at
ic

s 
th

at
 p

eo
pl

e 
be

fo
re

 h
im

 d
id

n’
t k

no
w

.’3

4

Pr
ov

id
in

g 
ba

si
c 

ne
ed

s
[O

n 
th

e 
se

le
ct

io
n 

of
 th

e 
In

do
ne

si
an

 (W
ar

 o
f)

 In
de

pe
nd

en
ce

, s
tu

de
nt

 15
 s

ay
s:

] ‘
It

 w
as

 a
 b

it
 o

f a
 n

on
se

ns
ic

al
 w

ar
, 

bu
t y

es
, u

m
, i

t i
s 

im
po

rt
an

t t
ha

t t
he

 N
et

he
rl

an
ds

 re
m

ai
ns

 a
 p

ro
sp

er
ou

s 
co

un
tr

y.
’ [

in
te

rv
ie

w
er

:] 
‘W

hy
 is

 
th

at
 s

o 
im

po
rt

an
t?

’ [
st

ud
en

t 1
5:

] ‘
Ye

s,
 th

at
’s

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
bi

t o
f l

ux
ur

y 
he

re
. T

he
n 

yo
u 

se
e 

in
 p

oo
r c

ou
nt

ri
es

, 
ye

s,
 e

rm
, t

he
y 

ha
ve

 a
 v

er
y 

sm
al

l h
ou

se
 a

nd
 s

o 
on

. A
nd

 th
en

 I 
am

 s
ur

pr
is

ed
 th

at
 I 

ca
n 

liv
e 

in
 a

 h
ou

se
 w

it
h 

tw
o 

flo
or

s.
’4

4

Pe
ac

e 
an

d 
se

cu
ri

ty
[A

rg
ui

ng
 fo

r t
he

 s
el

ec
ti

on
 a

nd
 p

la
ce

m
en

t o
f N

ap
ol

eo
n,

 s
tu

de
nt

 13
 s

ay
s]

. ‘
H

e 
ha

s 
do

ne
 s

om
e 

th
in

gs
 w

el
l, 

bu
t h

e 
ha

s 
al

so
 d

on
e 

so
m

e 
th

in
gs

 b
ad

ly
. T

ha
t’s

 w
hy

 I 
th

ou
gh

t m
id

dl
e.

’ [
In

te
rv

ie
w

er
:] 

‘W
ha

t d
id

 h
e 

no
t d

o 
w

el
l?

’ 
[s

tu
de

nt
 13

:] 
‘O

f c
ou

rs
e,

 h
e 

st
ar

te
d 

m
an

y 
w

ar
s.

’5

24

Ta
bl

e 
5.

 C
od

es
 fo

r c
or

e 
va

lu
es

.
1 In

te
rv

ie
w

 b
et

w
ee

n 
G

ijs
 v

an
 G

aa
ns

 a
nd

 S
tu

de
nt

 10
, 2

6 
M

ay
 2

02
3.

2 In
te

rv
ie

w
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
 a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 15

, 2
2 

M
ay

 2
02

3.
3 In

te
rv

ie
w

 b
et

w
ee

n 
G

ijs
 v

an
 G

aa
ns

 a
nd

 S
tu

de
nt

 14
, 2

3 
M

ay
 2

02
3.

4 In
te

rv
ie

w
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
 a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 15

, 2
2 

M
ay

 2
02

3.
5 In

te
rv

ie
w

 b
et

w
ee

n 
G

ijs
 v

an
 G

aa
ns

 a
nd

 S
tu

de
nt

 13
, 2

3 
M

ay
 2

02
3.



article – artikel 

C
od

e
Ex

am
pl

e
N

um
be

r o
f t

im
es

 
al

lo
ca

te
d 

ov
er

 a
ll 

th
e 

in
te

rv
ie

w
s

Fr
ee

do
m

[O
n 

th
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
Be

rl
in

 W
al

l, 
st

ud
en

t 1
0 

sa
ys

]: 
‘Y

ou
 c

ou
ld

n’
t a

lw
ay

s 
go

 fr
om

 E
as

t t
o 

W
es

t o
r f

ro
m

 
W

es
t t

o 
Ea

st
. A

nd
 w

he
n 

it
 fe

ll,
 th

er
e 

w
as

 e
qu

al
it

y 
fo

r e
ve

ry
bo

dy
 a

nd
 p

eo
pl

e 
co

ul
d 

do
 w

ha
te

ve
r t

he
y 

w
an

t. 
A

nd
, e

rm
…

 I 
lik

e 
th

at
.’1

15

Eq
ua

lit
y

[S
tu

de
nt

 15
 o

n 
th

e 
ab

ol
it

io
n 

of
 s

la
ve

ry
] ‘

W
el

l, 
pe

op
le

 ju
st

 h
av

e 
to

 b
e 

tr
ea

te
d 

eq
ua

lly
 w

el
l. 

A
nd

, y
es

, t
he

 
ab

ol
it

io
n 

of
 s

la
ve

ry
 w

as
 a

lr
ea

dy
 a

 v
er

y 
bi

g 
st

ep
.’2

82

(S
ea

rc
h 

fo
r)

 K
no

w
le

dg
e

[W
hi

le
 a

rg
ui

ng
 th

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e 
of

 A
lb

er
t E

in
st

ei
n,

 w
ho

 h
e 

ju
st

 m
en

ti
on

ed
 b

ut
 h

ad
 n

ot
 s

el
ec

te
d 

as
 a

 jo
ke

r, 
st

ud
en

t 1
4 

sa
ys

:] 
‘B

ec
au

se
 h

e 
sa

id
 a

 lo
t a

bo
ut

 m
at

he
m

at
ic

s 
th

at
 p

eo
pl

e 
be

fo
re

 h
im

 d
id

n’
t k

no
w

.’3

4

Pr
ov

id
in

g 
ba

si
c 

ne
ed

s
[O

n 
th

e 
se

le
ct

io
n 

of
 th

e 
In

do
ne

si
an

 (W
ar

 o
f)

 In
de

pe
nd

en
ce

, s
tu

de
nt

 15
 s

ay
s:

] ‘
It

 w
as

 a
 b

it
 o

f a
 n

on
se

ns
ic

al
 w

ar
, 

bu
t y

es
, u

m
, i

t i
s 

im
po

rt
an

t t
ha

t t
he

 N
et

he
rl

an
ds

 re
m

ai
ns

 a
 p

ro
sp

er
ou

s 
co

un
tr

y.
’ [

in
te

rv
ie

w
er

:] 
‘W

hy
 is

 
th

at
 s

o 
im

po
rt

an
t?

’ [
st

ud
en

t 1
5:

] ‘
Ye

s,
 th

at
’s

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
bi

t o
f l

ux
ur

y 
he

re
. T

he
n 

yo
u 

se
e 

in
 p

oo
r c

ou
nt

ri
es

, 
ye

s,
 e

rm
, t

he
y 

ha
ve

 a
 v

er
y 

sm
al

l h
ou

se
 a

nd
 s

o 
on

. A
nd

 th
en

 I 
am

 s
ur

pr
is

ed
 th

at
 I 

ca
n 

liv
e 

in
 a

 h
ou

se
 w

it
h 

tw
o 

flo
or

s.
’4

4

Pe
ac

e 
an

d 
se

cu
ri

ty
[A

rg
ui

ng
 fo

r t
he

 s
el

ec
ti

on
 a

nd
 p

la
ce

m
en

t o
f N

ap
ol

eo
n,

 s
tu

de
nt

 13
 s

ay
s]

. ‘
H

e 
ha

s 
do

ne
 s

om
e 

th
in

gs
 w

el
l, 

bu
t h

e 
ha

s 
al

so
 d

on
e 

so
m

e 
th

in
gs

 b
ad

ly
. T

ha
t’s

 w
hy

 I 
th

ou
gh

t m
id

dl
e.

’ [
In

te
rv

ie
w

er
:] 

‘W
ha

t d
id

 h
e 

no
t d

o 
w

el
l?

’ 
[s

tu
de

nt
 13

:] 
‘O

f c
ou

rs
e,

 h
e 

st
ar

te
d 

m
an

y 
w

ar
s.

’5

24

Ta
bl

e 
6.

 C
od

es
 fo

r s
ig

ni
fic

an
ce

 to
 re

co
gn

ise
 p

os
sib

le
 p

lo
ts

 a
nd

 th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f t
im

es
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

as
sig

ne
d.

1 In
te

rv
ie

w
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
 a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 10

, 2
6 

M
ay

 2
02

3.
2 In

te
rv

ie
w

 b
et

w
ee

n 
G

ijs
 v

an
 G

aa
ns

 a
nd

 S
tu

de
nt

 15
, 2

2 
M

ay
 2

02
3.

3 In
te

rv
ie

w
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
 a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 14

, 2
3 

M
ay

 2
02

3.
4 In

te
rv

ie
w

 b
et

w
ee

n 
G

ijs
 v

an
 G

aa
ns

 a
nd

 S
tu

de
nt

 15
, 2

2 
M

ay
 2

02
3.

5 In
te

rv
ie

w
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
ijs

 v
an

 G
aa

ns
 a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 13

, 2
3 

M
ay

 2
02

3.



h
o

w
 d

u
tch

 stu
d

en
ts m

ake m
ean

in
g w

ith
 th

e past

v

van
 gaan

s, saven
ije, van

 bo
xtel, an

d bijsterveld

Selected actors Frequency Mean value Most allocated value

Martin Luther King 13 4,77 5

Napoleon 13 3,62 5

Mikhail Gorbachev 9 4,22 5

Winston Churchill 8 2,88 3

Aletta Jacobs 7 4,86 5

Greta Thunberg 7 3,29 5,4 & 1

Sojourner Truth 4 5 5

Simone de Beauvoir 4 4,75 5

Magnus Hirschfeld 4 4,5 4 & 5

Adolf Hitler 4 1 1

Mohammed Hatta 3 4,66 4

Ho Chi Minh 3 1 1

Diponegoro 2 5 5

Sayyid Qutb 2 4 5 & 3

Kemal Atatürk 1 5 5

Paul Bogle 1 5 5

Anton de Kom 1 3 3

Table 7.  Selected historical actors and allocated value (as an element of ultimate concerns).
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Selected events Frequency Mean value Most allocated value

World War 1 13 2,23 1

Word War 2 13 1,53 1

9/11 attacks 10 1,5 1 & 2

First steam engine Tilburg 9 4,44 5

Abolishment slavery 
Kingdom of the 
Netherlands

8 4 5

First public internet 8 3,62 4

Holocaust 8 1,38 1

Fall Berlin Wall 7 3,71 5

Dutch constitution 6 4,67 5

Civil Rights Act 5 4,6 5

Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights

5 4,4 5

Algemeene 
Vrouwenvereeniging 
(transl: General 
Women’s Association)

4 5 5

First mosque in the 
Netherlands

4 5 5

Legalisation of same sex 
marriage

4 4,75 5

Universal suffrage 4 4 3 & 5

Holocaust 4 1,5 1 & 2

Patent first telephone 3 5 5

Indonesian Independence 3 4 3, 4 & 5

Berlin Conference 3 2,33 3

Discovery penicillin 2 4 3 & 5

Opium Wars 2 3 1 & 5

Napoleon’s defeat in Russia 1 5 5

Publication Max Havelaar 1 5 5

Establishment German 
Empire

1 5 5

Publication of the Communist 

Manifesto

1 3 3

Establishment Dolle Mina’s 1 3 3

Crimean War 1 1 1

Table 8.  Selected historical events and allocated value.
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The historiographical dimension The spiritual dimension

Type of causal relation Frequency Type of causal relation Frequency

Intentional 45 Situational 12

Structural 11 Existential 29

Spiritual 0

Table 9.  Causal explanations.


