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VAN GAANS, SAVENIJE, VAN BOXTEL, AND BIJSTERVELD

HOW DUTCH STUDENTS MAKE MEANING WITH THE PAST
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Selected actors Frequency Mean value Most allocated value
Martin Luther King 13 4,77 5
Napoleon 13 3,62 5
Mikhail Gorbachev 9 4,22 5
Winston Churchill 8 2,88 3
Aletta Jacobs 7 4,86 5
Greta Thunberg 7 3,29 5,4 &1
Sojourner Truth 4 5 5
Simone de Beauvoir 4 4,75 5
Magnus Hirschfeld 4 4,5 4 &5
Adolf Hitler 4 1 1
Mohammed Hatta 3 4,66 4

Ho Chi Minh 3 1 1
Diponegoro 2 5 5
Sayyid Qutb 2 4 5&3
Kemal Atatiirk 1 5 5

Paul Bogle 1 5 5
Anton de Kom 1 3 3

Table 7. Selected historical actors and allocated value (as an element of ultimate concerns).
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Selected events Frequency Mean value Most allocated value
World War 1 13 2,23 1

Word War 2 13 1,53 1

9/1 attacks 10 1,5 1&2

First steam engine Tilburg 9 4,44 5

Abolishment slavery 8 4 5

Kingdom of the
Netherlands

First public internet 8 3,62 4
Holocaust 8 1,38 1
Fall Berlin Wall 7 3,71 5
Dutch constitution 6 4,67 5
Civil Rights Act 5 4,6 5
Universal Declaration of 5 4,4 5
Human Rights
Algemeene 4 5 5
Vrouwenvereeniging
(transl: General
Women'’s Association)
First mosque in the 4 5 5
Netherlands
Legalisation of same sex 4 4,75 5
marriage
Universal suffrage 4 4 3&s5
Holocaust 4 1,5 1&2
Patent first telephone 3 5 5
Indonesian Independence 3 4 3,4&5
Berlin Conference 3 2,33 3
Discovery penicillin 2 4 3&s5
Opium Wars 2 3 1&5
Napoleon’s defeat in Russia 1 5 5
Publication Max Havelaar 1 5 5
Establishment German 1 5 5
Empire
Publication of the Communist 1 3 3
Manifesto
Establishment Dolle Mina’s 1 3 3
Crimean War 1 1 1

Table 8. Selected historical events and allocated value.



The historiographical dimension

The spiritual dimension

Type of causal relation Frequency  Type of causal relation Frequency

Intentional 45 Situational 12

Structural " Existential 29
Spiritual o

Table 9. Causal explanations.
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